[l GRACE SCHOOL

E OF THEOLOGY & MINISTRY

Registration
and First Day of Class

Registration will begin December 28 and
will continue until the second week of
class. Classes will begin on January 5, and
7. If you are planning to register on the
first day of class, please be sure to come
at least 1/2 hour before classes begin in
order to fill out any paperwork and buy
any books.

School Holidays
Easter Break
April 5-9, 2010
Classes to resume April 13 and 15, 2010

Office Hours
Grace School office hours will be:
Tuesdays 3:00-8:30 p.m. and
Thursdays 1:00 — 8:30 p.m.

Please feel free to contact us at anytime
at registrar@gstm.org or (925) 676-1639
and just leave a message or go online to
www.GSTM.org.

Winter Quarter 2010

( SCHOOL NEWS )

Why Biblical Theology?

Frank Griffith

In the Spring Quarter of 2010 we will be offering Biblical Theology as a part of our
core courses for the first time. Why?

Grace School of Theology was born in the early 1970%. Christ led Phil Howard to
Pinole to plant a church (Valley Bible Church, now in Hercules) in October, 1971.
He had already dreamed of a church where leaders would be effectively trained to
preach and teach the Bible in the power of the Spirit. As the Spirit began to form the
church through the power of the gospel it became clear that the need for effective
leadership training couldn't wait. Very early in the life of the congregation it began
to look like “the Jesus Movement.” There were lots of young men and women and
the majority of them had not even experienced growing up in Sunday school, let
alone formal Bible training. But as the Word was consistently taught and preached
the effects were stunning to watch. Eyes saw, ears heard, hearts responded and
transformation happened.

We were seeing Paul’s prayer for the Colossians answered in the lives of this
young congregation. Remember how Paul had prayed for the young and growing
congregation in Collosae?

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray
for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power,
according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and
patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share
in the inheritance of the saints in Light. (Col. 1:9-12).

That is what we began to see. People were being transformed by the Word and Spirit
right before our eyes. Sunday mornings, Sunday evenings and Tuesday evenings were
sessions of serious Bible teaching and preaching centered on Christ and His work
for us and His continuing work in us. The ministry of the Word was characterized
by Spirit-empowered expositional preaching and this young community of faith was
consuming doctrinal teaching and their lives were showing it in a multitude of ways.

This only fanned the flames of desire to fulfill what we considered a mandate in the
words of Paul to Timothy, “what you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).

We were a growing congregation of mostly young believers who were manifesting
the condition that Peter encourages in 1 Peter 2:2-3. “Like newborn infants, long for
the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation—if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good.”

(continued on page 3)




From The
President’s Desk

TONY SANELLI

Not So New After All

Almost everyone readily admits that America has experienced
a substantial cultural transformation in recent years. Reading
an old newspaper from my teenage years (the late ‘70s if you're
wondering) feels like studying an ancient civilization. There
was no instant communication by way of cell phones or texting,
there was no invisible encyclopedia known as the Internet, long
intelligent and cogent conversations were still the norm in poli-
tics and classrooms, not everything revolved around the self and
the search for truth was a viable endeavor recognized even by
the mainstream. In many ways it was a different world.

Al Mohler, President of the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, aptly sums it up when he states that, “A
remarkable culture-shift has taken place around us. The most
basic contours of American culture have been radically altered.
The so-called Judeo-Christian consensus of the last millennium
has given way to a post-modern, post-Christian, post-Western
cultural crisis which threatens the very heart of our culture.”

I find that when I consume too many hours of pop culture, by
whatever vehicle it may be, | can begin to lose hope. The obvi-
ous and constant marginalization of the church and biblical
truth can give the impression that having lost our audience we
will never get it back. But when | spend more time in the Word
of God | see something different.

I realize there is nothing new under the sun. The world is not
necessarily that “different.” | see the providential hand of God
guiding His people throughout the ages and they are almost
always a counter-cultural minority. | see an Elijah who thinks
he is the last man standing in Israel. | see Paul declaring that a
world that seeks power views the message of the cross as foolish-

ness. At the heart of it all, | see the church’s vocation repeatedlym

characterized as a call to remain faithful. The people of God
function as salt and light in a world that has opposed the truth
since the garden of Eden. | begin to see my neighbors not as
cultural opponents but as human beings whose lives have been
fragmented, distorted and destroyed by the current manifesta-
tions of sinful depravity. In fundamental categories, things are
not really that different after all.

What is our call at times such as these? The same as always.
We are to be pillars of the truth and lovers of our neighbors. As
Mobhler states, “Our challenge is to match truth to compassion,
and mercy to confrontation.” GSTM exists to enable the next
generation of disciples, Sunday school teachers, preachers and
ministers of the gospel to remain faithful witnesses and become
compassionate ministers. The classes offered this quarter, like
every quarter, take aim at this very goal. Some of the books are
new, some of the illustrations and applications suited to our time
but in reality it is always the unchanging gospel of Jesus offered
to a world that in many ways really is not so new after all.

Tony Sanelli
Board President

“I begin to see

my neighbors not as
cultural opponents but as
human beings whose lives
have been fragmented,
distorted and destroyed by
the current manifestations

of sinful dep ravity.”
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(continued from page 1)

But now we needed to multiply those who could feed this growing
group of hungry babes in Christ. Their Spirit-produced appetite
was not subsiding but increasing. That was the impetus for Grace
School of Theology. Our desire was to equip men for the ministry
of the Word in our church. We were convinced that God was
raising up men in our congregation for the ministry of the Word
right before our eyes and it was our responsibility to train them
to fulfill this calling. Thus Grace School was born.

In our minds the curriculum was already set for us. At the very
center was the Theology that had radically changed our lives.
We wanted to pass on the great doctrines of Scripture so the
heart of the curriculum would be Systematic Theology. Since our
Systematic Theology courses were to flow out of an exegesis of
the Bible we also wanted them to master the whole message of
the Bible, as it was unfolded in the Old and New Testaments.
Filling out the curriculum would be courses that would give
them a working knowledge of New Testament Greek and ministry
courses that would equip them to lead and train others in the
work of the gospel.

Our Systematic Theology courses covered all the major areas
of Bible Doctrine: Bibliology, Theology Proper, Christology,
Soteriology, Pneumatology, Ecclesiology and Eschatology. We
were passionate about passing on “the faith that was once for all
delivered to the saints” (Jude 3) to another generation of ministers
of the Word.

Being a small school with a very specific purpose we were able to
make adjustments as we grew and learned through our experience
as a local-church-based Theological training center. As our
situation changed we made necessary changes. After several years
we opened the training to believers outside our congregation.
Because of this we expanded the curriculum to meet the needs
of the students that God was sending us. After about ten years it
became necessary to move Grace School to another, more central
location for the other churches that were a part of the leadership.
What is now Grace Bible Church took us in and provided a home
for the school and our board expanded to include representation
from several local churches that were a part of the schools ministry.
But our curriculum remained basically the same and the place of
Systematic Theology continued at the center of the program.

Let me illustrate the impact of having Systematic Theology as the
core of our training. Nonilo Sanchez was one of our international
students who came to Grace School of Theology and Ministry for
theological training from the Philippines where he was the leader
of a church planting organization. He now leads Sola Gratia
Ministries which operates out of Pamuguskan, Tago, Surigao del
Sur in Mindanao. This past May | had the privilege of travelling
to Mindanao to teach an exposition of the Thessalonian Epistles
at the Sola Gratia Seminary. After attending Grace School Nilo
first formed Grace Mobile School of Theology and Ministry to
train pastors throughout the Philippines. This school continues
to minister to pastors with week long, all day theological training
at different sites throughout Mindanao and beyond. Now there is
also a Seminary that exists to train young men for church planting
and pastoral ministry. While there | heard first hand reports from

the seminary students and pastors about an opportunity to teach
Christianity in the public schools throughout Mindanao. When
I inquired about what exactly was being taught each school day
for over an hour in the public schools, the answer surprised
me. “Bibliology, Theology Proper, Christology, Soteriology,
Pneumatology, Ecclesiology and Eschatology.” It never crossed my
mind that they would be teaching Systematic Theology to grade
school students (and many of the teachers as well) in the public
school but that is exactly what they are doing. In fact Systematic
Theology is the core of their seminary training as well. When Nilo
was a student at Grace School of Theology he became convinced
that an understanding of these great doctrines of the Bible were
absolutely necessary to effectively fulfill the ministry of the Word
that is so needed in the Philippines as it is here.

Over the years we have attempted to undergird the central core of
study with courses that complement and fill up the training. Along
the way we have added a full year of Bible Survey and various
ministry courses that have become crucial in our day. Now we
are adding two significant courses in the general area of Theology.
One is Historical Theology and the other Biblical Theology.

In this Winter quarter Ryan Rippee will be teaching an Historical
Theology course which will guide the students through the
development of the church’s theological understanding during
the period from the close of the Canon to the modern day. In
one sense it is a history of heresies and the church’s work of
defining and defending the true Biblical teaching in response to
those distortions of biblical teaching (see Heresies: Heresy and
Orthodoxy in the History of the Church by Harold O.J. Brown).
Biblical Theology will be offered for the first time in the Spring
Quarter. Even though our Systematic Theology and Biblical
Theology share much in common there is a clear distinction and
difference.

Systematic Theology deals with the Bible as a finished product, as
a coherent, logical, unified whole. It tends to look at the Bible as
a book of “timeless truths.” The primary question is “What other
passages speak to this particular topic?”

Biblical Theology deals with the Bible as a process in which,
over time God progressively revealed Himself and His purpose.
It treats the Bible as a book with a history. The message of the
Bible was revealed and written over time, not all at once. The
historical context is crucial in interpreting its meaning. The
primary question is, “Where does this fit in the process of God’s
revelation?”

In general, Biblical Theology reads the New Testament in light
of the Old, whereas Systematic Theology looks at the Old in
light of the New. Biblical Theology treats the Old Testament as
a pre-Christian book that prepares the way for the coming of
the Messiah. Systematic Theology treats the Old Testament as a
fully Christian book, moving from fulfillment in Jesus back to
the promises of the Old Covenant. Biblical Theology is more
concerned with what a text meant in its original historical context
(the sitz im liben or “setting in life”), whereas Systematic Theology
is concerned with what a text means in light of the canon as a
whole. Both of these approaches are needed and shed light on
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important aspects of the biblical revelation and together give us
a more complete picture.

Geerhardus Vos distinguished the two this way: Biblical Theology
draws a line, Systematic Theology draws a circle. He described
Biblical Theology as diachronic (concerned with phenomena as
they change through time) and Systematic Theology as synchronic
(concerned with phenomena without reference to their historical
context).

Some describe Biblical Theology as “Story Theology.” The Bible
tells a story and Biblical Theology seeks to understand that story.
It looks at what the Bible actually says and how it says it. It looks
at patterns and types within Scripture, literary features, symbols,
and trajectories (e.g. the seed, the temple, etc.) that advance
throughout the Bible.

But what do we mean by “story.” What does it mean to say the
Bible is a storybook? How do stories work? How do they shape
us? How do they form communities?

On November 11, 2009, David Brooks wrote an op-ed piece in
the New York Times about Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan and the mass
murder he committed at Fort Hood, Texas. He was writing in
response to the many psychological explanations that were being
given by so many in the media as the cause of Hasan’s actions.
Brooks opined that the cause was not what had happened to
Hasan but the story out of which he lived his life. He writes,

“We're all born late. We're born into history that is
well under way. We're born into cultures, nations
and languages that we didn't choose. On top of that,
we're born with certain brain chemicals and genetic
predispositions that we can't control. We're thrust into
social conditions that we detest. Often, we react in ways
we regret even while we're doing them.

But unlike the other animals, people do have a drive
to seek coherence and meaning. We have a need to
tell ourselves stories that explain it all. We use these
stories to supply the metaphysics, without which life
seems pointless and empty. Among all the things we
don’t control, we do have some control over our stories.
We do have a conscious say in selecting the narrative
we will use to make sense of the world. Individual
responsibility is contained in the act of selecting and
constantly revising the master narrative we tell about
ourselves.

The stories we select help us, in turn, to interpret the
world. They guide us to pay attention to certain things
and ignore other things. They lead us to see certain
things as sacred and other things as disgusting. They
are the frameworks that shape our desires and goals. So
while story selection may seem vague and intellectual,
its actually very powerful. The most important power
we have is the power to help select the lens through
which we see reality.”

Biblical Theology examines the Biblical Story which is the one
true metanarrative. It is the story that shapes the church’s culture.
There is an awareness today that every identifiable civilization in
history has been held together by some overarching story (or
metanarrative). We see this with God’s chosen people in the Old
Testament. Israel understood herself in terms of several basic
narratives: the creation account, the fall of Adam and Eve into
sin, the call of Abraham, the exodus, and the promise of the
Messiah.

“Foundational stories allow us to interpret and organize
our experience, both corporately and individually.
These basic stories define our past and provide a grid
for mapping out future courses of action. Shared stories
create social cohesion and give rise to community.
Stories also embody an ethic, a praxis, a particular way
of ‘being in the world.” The question ‘Who am 1?7’ is
essentially the question, ‘What's my story?’ As images of
the story-creating, story-telling God, we inevitably give
our life experiences narrative shape.” (Rich Lusk, What
Is Biblical Theology? Story Theology And A Theology
Of Story)

Even more importantly is the reality that this story that shapes
our lives is the story of Jesus Christ. He is the heart of God’ plan
for creation and history. It is in and through Christ that God has
revealed himself and his intentions towards the world. In Christ,
the Father has made known the mystery of his will, which is to
gather up all things under the headship of Jesus Christ (Eph.
1:3-14).

Jesus was aware that the story of the Bible was about Him. To
Cleopas and his companion Jesus declared this truth: “Then
beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to
them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures” (Luke
24:27).

If Christ is at the center of God’ plan for the ages, he must be at
the center of the Bible. The entire message of Scripture is about
Jesus Christ, his person, his sufferings, and his glory. And Jesus
Christ truly and accurately reveals the very character and nature
of God. When we see Jesus we see what the Father is like (e.g.
Phil. 2). So the life of Jesus unfolds for us the very life of God. In
the incarnation and the cross, God is not acting out of character.
Through Christ we learn that this is what he’s really like from the
inside. Jesus is the true revelation of God in human form: “For
in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell” (Colossians
1:19). This is the subject matter of Biblical Theology.
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Permit No. 280

New OFFICE LOCATION:
40 Cleaveland Road

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Phone: (925) 676-1639
www.gstm.org

Return Service requested

TO:

Registration For Winter Quarter 2010

To avoid a late registration fee of $10, this form must be submitted no later than the second class meeting.

Name I wish to register for the following classes:
Social Security No. In Pleasant Hill, Tuesdays
Address NT 102 Elemental Greek Il 4 Units
City/State/Zip In Pleasant Hill, Tuesdays
ST 105 The Development of Christian Thought
Phone 4 Units
Email In Pleasant Hill, Thursdays
(required for electronic newsletter) BE 122 Exposition of John 4 Units
New Student [] Returning Student []

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

Fee Structure
Application Fee (New Students only) $25
Registration Fee (All Credit Students) $15

CC 101 Intro to Bible Study Skills
Tuesdays, Beginning January 5, 2010

) - - 11 one-hour classes 2 Units
Tuition Per Unit (Credit) $50
Tuition Per Unit (Audit) $35 CC 112 Applications & Methods of Biblical Change
Thursdays, Beginning January 7, 2010
11 one-hour classes 2 Units

$25 Application Fee (New Students)

$15 Registration Fee (All Credit Students) Due to the modest tuition and fee structure, students are encour-
Total Tuition & Fees aged to make full payment of all tuition and fees at the time of
. registration for each quarter. A minimum of 25% of fees and
Deposit Enclosed tuition is required unless special arrangements have been made
Balance Due with the registrar.
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