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Registration
and First Day of Class

Registration will begin September 22 and
will continue until the second week of
class. Classes begin on September 29
and October 1. If you are planning to
register on the first day of class, please
be sure to come at least 1/2 hour before
classes begin in order to fill out any
paperwork and buy any books.

Graduation Ceremony

One of our top students, Amel
Dominguez, is graduating on October 4.
Please be sure to join us in celebrating
this special time in the life of this student
and to give thanks for what the Lord
has accomplished through and in him.
Ceremony will be held at Grace Bible
Church, 40 Cleaveland Road, Pleasant
Hill, CA, 94523, at 6:00 p.m.

School Holidays
Thanksgiving Break:
November 23 — 27, 20009.
Classes to resume
December 1 and 3, 2009.

Christmas Break:
December 21- January 1, 2010.
Classes to resume
January 5 and 7, 2010.

Easter Break:
April 5 -9, 2010.
Classes to resume

April 13 and 15, 2010.

Office Hours

Beginning September 29, Grace School
office hours will be 1:00 — 8:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please feel free
to contact me at anytime at registrar@
gstm.org or (925) 676-1639 and just
leave a message or go online to www.
GSTM.org.
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GSTM To TEST VIRTUAL EDUCATION
Tony Sanelli

A VIRTUAL WORLD

The pervasive use of technology for mobility and connectivity has forever
changed our world. This has resulted in a pressing expectation for remote access
to information in every corridor of life, leaving almost no area untouched.
Just the other day, while in a local coffee shop, I watched a gentleman work
with precision on a graphic arts project on a laptop while nearby a woman
did research using a wi-fi connection and another man was heard conducting
business over his cell phone. All this while we all enjoyed our cup of Joe. The
world has truly changed!

The church and higher education are no exception to this changing environment.
Universities and Seminaries across the country race to develop their distance
learning programs through online media. Students “attend” lectures via
podcast and do research while sitting in Starbucks and not the college library.
Churches utilize their websites for communication with their members and the
dissemination of recorded sermons.

The demand for remote learning creates several challenges for an educational
institution like GSTM but also provides many new opportunities. In my opinion,
nothing beats live human interaction when it comes to learning anything. I
completed several independent study courses utilizing cassette tapes (remember
those) during my formal theological education. Much can be accomplished
through this method if one is self-motivated but I always found it difficult to
maintain the interest and pace over the long haul. There’s just nothing like
being able to hear, see and interact live with an instructor. But remote learning
can reach a much larger audience than a single classroom and this provides
an educational institution with a tremendous opportunity for extending
its ministry.

A VIRTUAL PROGRESS

Until recently, the Internet was more like a large phone book filled with digital
text, pictures and finally, video clips. It resembled a massive encyclopedia of
information available from your desk. The web offered access to a plethora of
information but independent learning remained almost entirely self-motivated
and continued to involve very little interaction. Now, however, with the develop-
ment of various “web casting” (broadcasting through the internet) programs and
services, remote learning can be both affordable and interactive.

Unlike viewing a video recording of a lecture, web casting allows for real
time streaming of classroom lectures to remote sites. Interaction can take
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I recently read a proverbial saying
from the Loron tribe of the Ivory
Coast. It will stick with me forever. It
goes, “When you bury a dead body,
don't leave the feet sticking out!” The
point must not be lost on us due to
the somewhat morbid nature of the
proverb. The point is whatever you do,
finish it, and get the job done! Don'’t
do anything half-baked or leave it sloppily done.

The Scripture is full of examples of saints who finished
well. Chapter 11 of Hebrews sets forth a long list of
faithful believers who endured and finished well despite
overwhelming obstacles and temptations. The author of
Hebrews beckons his readers to consider this great cloud of
witnesses when they feel their own faith waning under trial.

The apostle Paul frequently spoke of finishing the Christian
life. He encouraged the Philippian believers when he said “I
press on toward the goal” (Phil. 3:14). For the Corinthians
he likened the Christian life to a marathon when he wrote
“Do you not know that those who run I a race all run, but
only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may
win” (1 Cor. 9:24). Near the end of his life and ministry as
an apostle Paul states, “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7).

The greatest finisher of all is our Lord Jesus. In John 4:34
the Lord Jesus stated that He came to “do the will of the
Father.” This our Lord did with absolute exactness. A voice
was heard from heaven saying of Jesus, “This is my beloved
Son with whom I am well pleased.” In the “high priestly
prayer” of John 17 the Lord states that He has “glorified the
Father” here on earth and “finished” the work he was sent
to accomplish. His last cry on the cross was the triumphant
“tetelestai” (it is finished).

All of these examples urge and encourage us to persevere
in the Christian life and faith. But we should also draw
motivation from these to finish every task our Lord has given
us to do. Completing either the certificate, diploma or B.A.
requirements of GSTM can seem daunting at times but a job
well done give honor to our Lord.

We also want to honor those that didn't “leave the feet out”
and have finished well. This year we honor Amel Dominguez
for completing the B.A. requirements. Well done Amel!
A graduation service honoring his labor will be held on
October 4th at Grace Bible Church. Please see the details in
this newsletter and plan to attend to encourage him and the
rest of the student “body” that is busy being buried.

Tony Sanelli
Board President

place through a variety of vehicles such as texting, Instant
Messaging or Voice Over Internet Protocol. With this
combined technology, the student derives nearly the same
access to the instructor as if he was sitting in the classroom.
We believe this technology will provide GSTM with a new
vehicle for offering a Christ-centered Biblical education to a
growing student body throughout the greater Bay Area.

A VIRTUAL VISION

In years past GSTM has responded to requests for a satellite
campus near a cluster of like minded churches that were
too far from Pleasant Hill for consistent attendance and
were too small to offer the full curricula themselves. Traffic
patterns in the Bay Area have only grown worse since then.
Members of our faculty commuted to the satellite campus in
order to initiate the program and gradually hand-off teaching
responsibilities to local pastors in an effort to minister where
there was demand. In every case the load eventually became
too difficult for the local pastors to sustain. We think virtual
classrooms via web casting may be the answer.

The virtual classroom will allow GSTM to partner with
local churches in order to offer a robust biblical and
Christ-centered theological education on their campus or
a campus nearby. Pastors and other trained teachers can
teach live classes in certain subject areas allowing GSTM
courses to fill out the education. By maintaining course
standards church members can become better equipped for
ministry and receive a certificate, diploma or BA in Biblical
Studies without significant travel expenses. We envision
several virtual/live combination campuses in strategic areas
throughout the greater Bay Area and northern California.
This will allow experienced and gifted pastors to teach
students at all campuses simultaneously.

A VIRTUAL EXPERIMENT

This fall GSTM will conduct a pilot program on the campus
of West Hills Community Church in Morgan Hill. The
pastors of West Hills have kindly offered to be the “guinea
pig” for this program by providing an understanding context
in which to perfect both the technical and procedural
protocols. All courses on Tuesday evening will be web cast
live in Morgan Hill. Students will register for these courses on
line and have access to professors’ notes, and missed lectures
via our website. It is our hope and prayer that this pilot
program will demonstrate the viability of web casting as an
affordable and functional medium for remote instruction.

Theological instruction remains the responsibility of the
local church. It is the church that is “the pillar and support
of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). The virtual classroom will bring
together gifted and trained pastors and teachers from several
congregations and provide a biblical, Christ-centered edu-
cation within the context and under the oversight of local
churches. We invite you to pray for the pilot program and
the potential it promises for use in the kingdom of God.




Courses: Fall Quarter 2009

In Pleasant Hill on Tuesdays, Beginning September 29, 2009
NT 101 Elemental Greek I 4 Units

Instructor: Ryan Rippee 4:00 - 5:45 p.m./Tuesday

This is the first quarter of a three-quarter course on the language of the New Testament. The ultimate goal is to develop the
ability to read and study the New Testament in the original language. Besides learning the basic elements of the language during
this first quarter the student will be introduced to some basic Greek tools.

Ryan Rippee serves as the associate pastor at Calvary Community Church in Brentwood. He has a Master of Divinity Degree
from The Cornerstone Seminary in Vallejo and has served at Grace Church of Napa Valley as the student ministries pastor over
high school, college and career age.

CM 301 Theology of Biblical Change 4 Units

Instructor: Vince Cuomo 7:15 - 9:00 p.m./Tuesday

The goal of this study is to see how God Changes people’s lives as He transforms their hearts by His grace. How does God produce
more functionally Christ-like lives even in the middle of life’s hardest challenges? Through the gospel! This study seeks to be
explicitly Scripture-saturated, Christ-centered, gospel-driven, and heart focused as we see how God transforms us from slavery to
false saviors to a confessing, repenting and truly obedient people, trusting in the finished work of Christ for real change today.

Vince Cuomo serves as Minister of Counseling and Adult Education at Grace Bible Church of Pleasant Hill and is a graduate of
The Master's College and Seminary in Southern California. While in graduate school and seminary he served for six years as the
college pastor in a local church where he developed a passion for seeing the truth of the Scriptures engage the secular market
place of ideas.

In Pleasant Hill on Thursdays, Beginning October 1, 2009

BE 121 Exposition of Genesis 4 Units

Instructor: Dr. George Fox 7:15 - 9:15 p.m./Thursday

An exposition of the book of beginnings. Particular emphasis is given to the developing themes in the flow of biblical revelation,
as well as problem areas such as creation and the theories of evolution, the nature of man and the significance of sex and mar-
riage. Themes are studied in relationship to later Old and New Testament revelation.

Dr. George Fox holds degrees from Prairie Bible Institute and Columbia Pacific University. He has been a pastor in several
countries and has been a Bible teacher for over 35 years. His doctoral dissertation was on the Old Testament Covenants and his
approach to teaching the broad outline of Scripture is captivating and helpful.

Certificate Program Classes (11 One-Hour Classes)

Beginning Tuesday, September 29, 2009

CC 106 Evangelism in a 21-Century Context 2 Units

Instructor: Vince Cuomo 6:00 — 7:00 p.m./Tuesday

This course will give an overview of both the current cultural climate and its opposition to the Christian faith as well as how to
engage the current climate with the gospel in a biblically faithful way in a biblically un-informed age.

Beginning Thursday, October 1, 2009

CC 102 Intro to Biblical Interpretation 2 Units

Instructor: Dr. George Fox 6:00-7:00 p.m./Thursday

This 11-week two-unit course will introduce the proper principles of biblical interpretation by which we can understand what
the Bible means by what it says. The goal is to enable would-be interpreters to understand how to arrive at the meaning of
the text as the biblical writers intended their readers to understand it; and then to enable those who understand the meaning,
implications and significance of the text to make accurate applications of the truth to their own lives and the lives of those to
whom they minister.
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